
District 5 Fall Meeting
August 20, 2024



Welcome New Band 
Directors!

DeZayveon Dickerson - Hillcrest HS
Sarah Hicks - Hale County HS



ABA Website: alaband.org

Make sure to visit the ABA website often for info pertaining to ABA & 
District 5 info. If you can not login successfully, make sure that your 
NAfME membership is up to date.

NAfME Website: nafme.org

Once you update your NAfME membership, then you should be able to 
login to the ABA website. If you continue to have issues logging in, email 
Doug Farris and ‘CC both the District 5 Chairman and Vice Chairman.

Stay plugged in! 



ABA & District 5 2024 Schedule
(already on the ABA website, District 5 tab)



AMEA/Jazz All-State
● Event date: 

January 23-25, 2025
● At the BJCC, Conference 

Pre-registration starts Aug 12
● Book rooms through 

Conference Hotels
● Jazz All-State
● Contact Dakota Bromley with 

any nominations for ABA 
President-Elect dlbromley@chiltonboe.com

https://book.passkey.com/event/50861124/owner/16607/home
https://book.passkey.com/event/50861124/owner/16607/home
https://alaband.org/jazz-association/all-state-jazz-band/


Jazz All-State Continued
● Jazz Allstate Registration 

Deadline = November 1
● Jazz Allstate Recording 

Submission Deadline = November 
15

● Audition Recordings maybe be 
uploaded between November 
4-November 15

● All further information may be 
found by clicking the following 
links:
○ High School Jazz Allstate
○ Middle School Jazz Allstate

https://alaband.org/jazz-association/all-state-jazz-band/2025-all-state-jazz-general-information-and-procedures/
https://alaband.org/jazz-association/all-state-jazz-band/2024-25-middle-school-all-state-jazz-information-and-procedures/


Reminder about the 
MPA Classification

(started MPA 2024)
● In short:

○ Summarization: former 7 Category 
List (D, C, CC, B, BB, A, AA) is moving 
to a Level 1-6 List.

○ Anyone can choose any classification they 
believe will be successful for their program.

○ Middle and Junior High School Bands 
that include no 9th graders will sight 
read at UIL Sight Reading Level 1.

○ Music Selection Committee has 
placed the updated cumulative list on 
the ABA website. This will be 
updated regularly as people continue 
to submit new pieces for 
consideration.

○ UIL Sight Reading Criteria (check as 
we get closer to MPA for updates)

Article XVI Section 2 Classification of Bands 

a. For the purposes of the ABA Music Performance Assessment, bands will be 
classified based on the level of the director’s chosen selection: 

i. Classifications 
Level VI Bands will play a composition from the Level VI ABA Cumulative List 
Level V Bands will play a composition from the Level V ABA Cumulative List 
Level IV Bands will play a composition from the Level IV ABA Cumulative List 
Level III Bands will play a composition from the Level III ABA Cumulative List 
Level II Bands will play a composition from the Level II ABA Cumulative List 
Level I Bands will play a composition from the Level I ABA Cumulative List

ii. Sight Reading 

Bands Classified as Level VI will sight read at UIL Sight Reading Level VI 
Bands Classified as Level V will sight read at UIL Sight Reading Level V 
Bands Classified as Level IV will sight read at UIL Sight Reading Level IV 
Bands Classified as Level III will sight read at UIL Sight Reading Level III 
Bands Classified as Level II will sight read at UIL Sight Reading Level II 
Bands Classified as Level I will sight read at UIL Sight Reading Level I 

https://alaband.org/mpa-cumulative-list-2023-24/
https://alaband.org/music-performance-assessment-mpa/mpa-sight-reading-criteria/


Reminder about the
S&E Winds Rubric
(started S&E 2023)

● S&E rubric received an 
update to make the 
grading process more 
specific, to alleviate 
any vagueness.

● There is a rubric for 
winds, as well as 
percussion.



Reminder about the
S&E Perc. Rubric

(started S&E 2023)

● Continuing from 
previous slide: The 
S&E jazz rubric will 
look very similar to 
the new MPA jazz 
band rubric.



Reminder about
Jazz MPA

(started MPA 2024)

● Event dates:
○ Thursday, April 17, 2025 

(Birmingham site @ Thompson)
○ Monday, April 21, 2025 (Decatur 

site @ the AL Center for the Arts)
● There are “traditional” and 

“nontraditional” middle school and 
high school classifications.

● Ensembles may play any grade 
level they feel would be successful 
for their program.

● 3 pieces are to be performed for 
judging: 1 swing piece, 1 Latin 
piece, and 1 free of your choice.

● You can go for “comments only.”
● If you have any further questions, 

please contact Nick McDonald, Jazz 
Chairman (njmcdonald@tcss.net)



All-State Auditions

● Music has been up since Aug 1
● Event date: February 1, 2025
● Registration deadline: 

December 16, 2024.
● At Prattville High School
● Encourage your students to audition.
● Block off February 1 in your personal 

calendars. We need all of our District 
5 directors, regardless if they have 
children auditioning or not, helping 
judge events.

● There is new legislation for middle 
school scales going into effect THIS 
YEAR!

● We will be using a new system for 
auditions this year using Google Forms. 
We will be sending out information 
about how this will work. Please make 
sure to read that before auditions.





2024-2025 ABA Event Fees 
● All-State Jazz Band Audition Fees (same as last year)

○ $15.00 per student + $20.00 school fee
● All-State Jazz Band Festival Fees (same as last year)

○ $50.00 per student + NO school fee
● All-State Audition Fees (same as last year)

○ $15.00 per student + $15.00 school fee
● District Honor Band (same as last year)

○ $35.00 per student + $25.00 school fee
● MPA Fees (same as last year)

○ $2.00 per student in the ensemble + $100.00 school fee
● All-State Festival Fees (same as last year)

○ $40.00 per student + $50.00 school fee
● All-State Solofest Fees (same as last year)

○ $35.00 per student + $10.00 school fee
● Solo & Ensemble Fees - individual and small groups (same as last year)

○ $5.00 per event + $10.00 school fee
● Solo & Ensemble Fees - jazz bands (same as last year)

○ $2.00 per student in the ensemble + $10.00 school fee



District Honor Band

● Event date: 
February 21-22, 2025

● Location: Moody
● Registration deadline: 

February 7, 2025

Cheryl Floyd
Hill Country MS

MS Clinician

Richard Floyd
Texas State Director of 

Music, Emeritus
HS Clinician

https://education.musicforall.org/clinician/cheryl-floyd/
https://education.musicforall.org/clinician/richard-l-floyd/


MPA● Event date: March 4-7, 2025 at Moody
● Registration, programmed pieces, and seating chart 

deadline: February 7, 2025
● If you have changes to your pieces/seating charts, please 

reach out to me and Jeff.
● How to MPA at Moody (watch it at 2x speed)
● Percussion instruments needed for SR will be announced 

closer to time on UIL website
● Reminders:

○ 30 minutes to warm-up (including moving out into the 
hall to the “on deck” position)

○ You need 3 scores, measures numbered for judges.
○ Photocopied scores are not acceptable.
○ E-prints should be bound (not loose leaf), pages 

should be printed front and back, and there should be 
some indication on the score or paperwork added to 
the front of the score from the publisher indicating 
you have purchased 3 copies.

○ Directors can choose what classification they want to 
perform as (scroll to p. 13-14).

○ We will try to provide the option to purchase audio 
and visual of your performances again this year.

https://youtu.be/KuG8sEuLVnY
https://www.uiltexas.org/music/concert-sight-reading/band-sight-reading-criteria
https://alaband.org/about-us/bylaws-board-policy/


MPA Continued: Days Broken Down/Judges
● March 4: ALL Day
● March 5: 8:00 am - 12:30 pm, 5:00 pm - 8:00 pm
● March 6: 8:00 am - 12:30 pm
● March 7: ALL Day

Harry McAfee
Retired

Head Judge

Carlton Wright
Alabama A&M
Stage Judge

Bill Connell
UAH

Sight Reading Judge

Dr. Cara Morantz
UAB

Stage Judge

https://myamea.org/harry-mcafee/
https://www.aamuband.org/wright
https://www.uah.edu/ahs/departments/music/faculty-staff/william-connell
https://www.uab.edu/cas/music/faculty-directory/cara-morantz


MPA Continued: 
Slightly Amended 

MPA 
Stage Rubric

Synopsis: 
“General Factors” column 
has been taken away and 

had “Content/Programming” 
added in its place

NEW: Sight Reading
Procedures
(cut over to
other tab)

Synopsis: 
YOU NEED TO READ! All sight 
reading judges will have this form 

to help guide them on how to 
run/facilitate a sight reading room

https://alaband.org/mpa-adjudication-sheets/
https://alaband.org/mpa-adjudication-sheets/
https://alaband.org/mpa-adjudication-sheets/


Solo & Ensemble

Solo & Ensemble

● Event date: April 19, 2025
● Registration Deadline: April 3, 

2025
● At Brookwood Middle School

(Prattville Site)

● Event date: April 17, 2025
● Registration deadline: April 3, 2025
● At Prattville Junior High School

(Tuscaloosa Site)



All-State Festival
● Event date: April 10-12, 2025
● Registration deadline: March 1
● At Arthur Outlaw Center (Mobile)
● Block rooms have been released on the 

website (it does not look like this has been 
updated yet, still has 2024 info)

● We will use the HeartOut app after the 
initial All-State auditions for chair 
placements for All-State Festival and for 
Solo Festival’s beginning rounds.

● All-State Conductors:
○ Red Band - Dr. Eugene Corporon
○ White Band - Randall Standridge
○ Blue Band - Dr. Peter Boonshaft
○ Middle School Red - Dr. Mary Land
○ Middle School White - William Owens

https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?id=1695131766367&key=GRP&app=resvlink
https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?id=1695131766367&key=GRP&app=resvlink
https://web.heartout.io/
https://music.unt.edu/faculty-and-staff/eugene-corporon
https://randallstandridge.com/about
https://www.hofstra.edu/faculty-staff/faculty-profile.html?id=137
https://wmich.edu/music/directory/land
https://excelciamusic.com/our-composers/william-owens/#:~:text=William%20Owens%20(b.,a%20leader%20in%20the%20field.


Summer Conference 2025

● The board voted (in summer 2023) to suspend 
summer conference for one year.

● The ABA Board met in June to map out the 
2024-2025 academic year.

● Summer Conference for general membership 
was re-evaluated, and it has been decided to 
suspend Summer Conference indefinitely due to 
cost.



Friendly reminders:
● Keep an eye on when money should be postmarked and plan accordingly.
● All money that comes to us should be in the form of a school check.
● Block off February 1 to judge District 5 All-State auditions.
● Read the ABA Board Policies for questions about specifics pertaining to ABA events.
● Make sure your NAfME membership is up-to-date so that you can access the ABA website.

https://alaband.org/about-us/bylaws-board-polic


Contacts:

Jeff Bowen
District 5 Vice Chairman

Brookwood Middle School
jbowen@tcss.net

Emily C. Gray
District 5 Chairman

Tuscaloosa County High School
ecgray@tcss.net


